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STAT

Pastora Beleaguered as Aid Dries Up
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" SAN JOSE, Costa Rica, Aug. 20 — At
qtimewhenotherubelpwpclrere-
cﬂw renewed from the
Ynited States, the best-known Nicara-

ra's stubborn

’ ‘ Y
t.ho oy that it is led mainl tlir;
* Force, charging that y
former army and national guard offi-

* cers who loyally served the deposed

‘ Nicaraguan  dictator, Anastasio

. Somoza Debayle.

. Rebel Forces Realigned

« Mr. Pastora’s situation has helped

- spur a major political and military re-

« alignment in rebel forces in Costa
Rla, Wldely zed as :Ar hexg of

revolution, as-

‘ ton m attract a loyal follow-
‘ing of former Sandinistas who ap-
* peared to t the social demo-
« cratit flank of the Nicaraguan oppoesi-
* tion.

' His Democratic Revolutionary Al-
‘ liance declared war on the Sandinista
Govemment not because the group op-

the Nicaraguan revolution, but

use it asserted that the revolution |r

Costa | diminishing presence, the rebel forces
reorganizi

also bore a large share of the blame for
his misfortune. They contended that he
'had proved to be

had been betrayed and handed over to
Cuban and Soviet advisers.

Today, those who formerly joined
Mr. Pastora seem to be divided and
dispirited. Many have reportedly
deserted their former leader to join
other rebel groups or have retired trom
the fray. There is a sense of drift and
loas among men who once confidently
predicted that Mr. Pastora would at-
tract mass desertions from the Sandin-
ista army and march into Managua, a
hero once again.

Declines Role as Adviser
In the vacuum left by Mr. Pastora’s

are fitfully ng under the ban-
ner of a new group, the United Nicara-

guan Opposition, with the backing of
the Reagan Administration. The group
appears to represent an effort, so far
unrealized, to create a bmd-bued
rebel front with greater political and
international appeal.

But Mt!.ila pl.i’tom’lh:v: not flound the
group to king rebel officials
said he had declined an offer to join it
as a political adviser without military
duties because it included the Nicara-

Democratic Force.

Sour relations between Mr. Pastora
and the Reagan Administration are
said to have llngred reportedly lead-|cas
ing American officials to insist that he
not be given a penny of the $27 million
that the United States Congress has ap-
proved in ‘“‘non-lethal’” aid to Nicara-
guan rebel forces. The money is report-
edly to -be channeled through the
United Nicaraguan Opposition. Alfonso
Robelo, a director of the new coalition,
confirmed that none of the money
would go to Mr. Pastora.

Asked why that was the case, Mr.
Robelo replied: “Because he is unable
to be part of a team. He is broken and
nobody wants to work with him.”

Military Ability Questioned
While };4;, Pastora’s fu%Erters as-
sert t the Central Intelligence
Agency has brought their leader Eo %s
kn w nce serv.

Mr. Pastora said in interviews that he

to be a poor military com-
mander and an even worse politician.

“Edén made a fetish of the C.1.A. to
de OWn errors,” a former senior
adviser to . Pastora said. 1S in-
competence has been tragic.”

The rebels criticized their former
mander I 1shandli

when the C.1.A. Ve
[+]

In the last three months Mr. Pastora
and his men have subsisted on $73,000,
a fraction of what it costs to run a rebel
army, according to an aide who is in
charge of logistics. The helicopter that
crashed last month was provided by a
backer in Panama for $13,000 cash and

cording to a close adviser to Mr. Pasto-
ra. He said the aircraft had been in
operation only a week when it crashed,
a seeming symbol of the rebel com-
mander’s recent turn of luck.

Mr. Pastora, who describes himself
as a democratic revolutionary, is so
desperate for funds that he has sought

in recent months from the Cuban
exile community in Miami and from

right-wing Salvadoran political leader,
according to two of his aides.-

The Misurasata Indian rebel group,
which was once closely allied to Mr.
Pastora, is also out of money. Marcos
Hoppington, a spokesman for the oi-
ganization, said in an interview that the
rebels were barely surviving and had
received no guns or money for months.
The group has also refused to join the
new United Nicaraguan Opposition.

In Costa Rica, the mood seems to
have shifted against Mr. Pastora. Gov-
ernment officials have long turned a
blind eye on the rebel leader’s activi-
ties, but in the last two weeks the police
have picked up two of his chief advisers
on suspicion of arms trafficking and
homicide. Both men were released, but
they said they considered their armts
to be a sign that times had changed.

In an effort to recoup some political
ground, Mr. Pastora has backed the
formation of a new group called the
Southern Opposition Bloc. The group
has lobbied Latin American govern-
ments to support negotiations to end
the conflict in Nicaragua. The effort
appears designed to keep Mr. Pastora
politically alive at a time when his
other options have dramatically nar-

C.I.A.-provided equipment, includi
rifles %Bw anae renades _for 7%
ﬁﬁ, M@ o! tEt ;émﬁment was re-

Lrowed.
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an 1.0.U. for an additional $308,000, ac-

Roberto d’Aubuisson, the extreme.




